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High Hopes on High Prairie

We have high hopes on High Prairie, 
High hopes on High Prairie 

Where the meadowlarks call in the grasses tall
The deer leap by as the raptors fly

See the sunset’s glow and the winter’s snow
We have high hopes on High Prairie.

We have high hopes on High Prairie, 
With pride in community

For the firemen brave as the homes they save
And the bluebirds stayed in the homes we made

Mountains white and the stars, what a sight!
We have high hopes on High Prairie.

We have high hopes on High Prairie, 
Spirits plea for harmony,

Where the wind blows free with a certainty
A garden for the community

Folks can see to infinity!
We have high hopes on High Prairie! 

Lyrics: Martha Hamil, Mary Louise Griffith, Audrey Bentz
Music: Mary Louis Griffith



A Special Thank-You
There is no way to thank every person by 
name who has worked to make this day 
possible.  Some have put in uncountable 
hours and were instrumental in bringing our 
building into being.  Many, many others 
have contributed time and effort over the 
years wherever they could. Everyone can be 
proud of the part they played. It took all of 
these contributions to get us where we are 
today.  A huge thank you to all!

High Prairie Community Council
The High Prairie Community Council is a 
non-profit organization that has been serving 
the community for eleven years. Its purpose 
is to promote health, safety, and education 
throughout the High Prairie neighborhood 
and to encourage thoughtful development to 
preserve High Prairie's rural nature.  All 
residents are members of the High Prairie 
Community Council.  This year's officers 
and board members are:
    President Patrice Archuleta
    Vice-President Sharon Aleckson
    Secretary Barbara Parrish
    Treasurer Dona Taylor
    Board Member  Audrey Bentz
    Board Member  Martha Hamil
    Board Member Neil Shuster

High Prairie Fire District #14
Volunteer Fire District #14 has served High 
Prairie and surrounding areas with fire 
protection and emergency aid since 1983. 
Currently eleven volunteer firefighters 
operate the District's two structure engines, 
two brush trucks, two tenders, aid unit and 
command vehicle.  
    Fire Chief:  Doug Hutchison
    Fire Commissioners:
        Phil Haner
        Cal Edwards
        Greg Hayrynen
    Commission Secretary: Larry Denis

Thank you for coming and joining the celebration!

Project Landmarks

2001 Land donated by Myrin & Audrey Bentz

2005 HPCC and Fire District #14 begin 
application for grant.  Contract with 
Mid-Columbia Economic Develop-
ment District (MCEDD) to act as grant 
administrator.  Application process 
includes preapplication, community-
wide survey and application.   

2006 Application approved by County 
Commissioners. Grant awarded by 
State of Washington. Ground-breaking 
ceremony in December.

2007 Building design is developed and 
finalized. Apply for permits, etc.

2008 Project put out for bid; bids exceed 
budget. Redesign building; bids still 
too high. Amanda (at MCEDD) gets 
the State to agree that we need more 
money.  Additional funds added to our 
grant. Building permit awarded. 
Interwest Construction begins work.

2009 Construction of Community Center/Fire 
Hall is finally underway. Completed by 
end of year.  Exterior painted.

2010 Interior painted by volunteers. Parking 
lot installed by Amery Construction. 
Apply for and receive grant for kitchen 
vent and fire suppression equipment, 
which is then installed. First HPCC 
monthly meeting is held in new 
Community Center. Fire District moves 
into new Fire Hall.  Lots of cleaning 
and preparations done in anticipation 
of today's Open House and Dedication. 

“If you knew everything that happened, you'd  
be amazed that there's even a building.”  -Cal 

Welcome!
from High Prairie Community Council  

and High Prairie Fire District #14

Today's open house and dedication of our new Community Center and Fire Hall 
is a very special occasion for all of us on High Prairie and our friends.  Many 
years of planning, fundraising, building and finishing have brought us to this 
happy day, when we celebrate the success of our most ambitious project ever.  

    2:00 Open House begins - Welcome!
 Tour the building
 Enjoy refreshments
 Socialize

    3:00 PROGRAM
 Welcome & Introductions Patrice Archuleta
“From Then to Now” Myrin Bentz
 Acknowledgements Cal Edwards
“High Hopes on High Prairie” High Prairie Singers
 Toast Martha Hamil
 Dedication Myrin Bentz

    After the program, enjoy more tours, refreshments & socializing

    6:00 Open House ends – Thank you for coming!


